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Montalvo Arts Center's confessional is Exposing the Censor Within 
REDWOOD CITY, Calif. - In the fight to preserve freedom of speech, could the enemy be closer than we think? In a provocative art piece conceived by Svetlana Mintcheva and presented by Montalvo Arts Center and the Redwood City Public Library, Exposing the Censor Within invites participants to examine the role they have played in stifling their own expression. The interactive exhibition, housed in the Main Library (1044 Middlefield Road) through March 31, allows individuals to enter the commissioned booth to anonymously disclose instances where they have self-censored their words because of fear or a desire to conform.  

"While government or public censorship receives a great deal of attention, we are told time and again that it is self-censorship that poses a far greater problem," said Mintcheva, who conceived the project while in residence at the Lucas Artists Programs at Montalvo Arts Center in Saratoga. "Even so, few are willing to admit to having silenced themselves due to fears or public pressures. By providing a forum for anonymous confession, Exposing the Censor Within seeks to expose the extent to which we censor ourselves in our daily lives, in our encounters with family and colleagues, and even in our creative lives as artists."

Self-censorship may include deciding against expressing an opinion or sending an email, omitting information from a blog or journal, telling a teacher or boss what they want to hear, or repressing a creative instinct or idea. Self-censorship is often the result of fears of ostracism, of being punished, of not being understood, published or exhibited. Every day, individuals make decisions about what to express and what to repress, yet through it all, most are unwilling to admit that the censor within exists.

Through Exposing the Censor Within , participants have the opportunity to confront this repressive instinct by submitting anonymous confessions of instances when they have held back their own thoughts and ideas. Individuals enter the confessional booth, where they may detail their own experiences with self-censorship on a provided note card and submit the confession in a locked collection box. In addition, Exposing the Censor Within has an online component where participants across the globe may offer confessions through the project website (www.montalvoarts.org/big_read ). Submissions will remain anonymous, but will be used by Mintcheva to map trends and commonalities among the individual experiences in self-censorship.

Robert Sain, executive director of Montalvo Arts Center, noted, "Cases of banned books or censored artwork tend to get a great deal of attention, but how often do we consider the ideas and unique expressions that are never voiced because of societal pressure to self-censor? It is worth examining the source of this drive to limit our own ideas and to consider the kind of impact it has on our public discourse."

Exposing the Censor Within is presented as part of "The Big Read," a National Endowment for the Arts-sponsored initiative to promote reading, a love of books and learning, and to highlight the need to stamp out illiteracy through community-building events for individuals and families of all ages.   Presented in Redwood City by nonprofit Montalvo Arts Center and supported through partnerships with the City of Redwood City, the Redwood City Public Library, the Redwood City School, Cañada College and the San Mateo History Museum, The Big Read invites the community to join in reading Ray Bradbury's classic novel, Fahrenheit 451 and participating in various events throughout the month.  

Exposing the Censor Within will be housed in the Redwood City Library through March 31, and will then be at Project Space at Montalvo Arts Center in Saratoga from April 1-29, 2007, as part of an active exhibit about Censorship and Dissent. For more information, call (408) 961-5800 or visit www.montalvoarts.org . 

Calendar Information 
Exposing the Censor Within 
Through March 31
Redwood City Public Library
1044 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City
Mon-Thu, 10am-9pm; Fri-Sat, 10am-5pm; Sun. 1am-5pm
April 1-29 

Project Space at Montalvo Arts Center
15400 Montalvo Rd, Saratoga
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm
Through April 29
Online at montalvoarts.org/big_read 

About the Artist
Svetlana Mintcheva directs the Arts Program at the National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC), and she has been directly involved in many local and national arts controversies. Drawing on her perspective on the state of creative freedom in the U.S., she writes regularly on emerging trends in censorship, organizes public discussions, and mobilizes support for individual artists. Mintcheva recently wrote and produced The Price of Freedom is Eternal Vigilance , a video overview on art censorship in the 20th century. She is currently lead curator of Filth, Treason, Blasphemy? Museums as First Amendment Battlegrounds, an exhibition about museums and censorship at the McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum in Chicago. 

About Montalvo Arts Center
Montalvo Arts Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to forging meaningful connections between art, artists and the communities it serves through creation, presentation and education in extraordinary ways and settings. Located in the Saratoga hills, Montalvo Arts Center occupies a Mediterranean-style villa on 175 stunning acres, which Senator James Phelan left to the people of California for the encouragement of art, music, literature and architecture. In January 2005, the organization changed its name from "Montalvo" to "Montalvo Arts Center" to commemorate its 75 th year as an arts center and to better communicate its mission to expanding local, national and international audiences. For more information about Montalvo Arts Center, call (408) 961-5800 or visit www.montalvoarts.org .   

About the National Endowment for the Arts "The Big Read"
The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading at the center of American culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. Montalvo Arts Center and the City of Redwood City were selected to partner as one of just five California communities and one of 72 communities selected nationwide.
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